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Volume 37      Number 3    May / June 2007 
The Official Newsletter of the Saanich Peninsula Squadron 

A Unit of Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons 

 
 
 

Commander Cdr John Hudson 655-3653 commander* 
Past Commander P/Cdr Gay Miller 656-5190 pastcommander 
Executive Officer Len Burton 656-6450 executive 
Training Officer Richard Funnell 704-9026 training 
Treasurer  1Ralph Hodd 652-1715 treasurer 
Secretary                             1Kathy Phillips 656-2416 secretary 
Membership Officer Tony Kluge 656-7032 membership 
Public Relations Officer Cynthia Funnell 655-4442 pro 
MAREP Officer Len Burton 656-6450 marep 
Privacy Officer Tony Kluge 656-7032 Privacy 
Chief Proctor P/Cdr Gay Miller 656-5190 Chiefproctor 
AsstTraining Officer Bryan Atkinson 483-6844 Ato 
Environment Officer Warren Franklin 655-0149 Environment 
Student Cruisemaster Carolyn Hole 655-3653 Studentcruise 
Supply Officer Dawna Burton 656-6450 Supply 
Communications Officer Laura Parker 656-8646 Communications 
Beacon Editor Laura Parker 656-8646 Editor 
Webmaster Anne McKinnell 475-0053 Webmaster 
Historian Ralph Hodd 652-1715 Archivist 
Port Captain Stephen Denroche 656-6177 Portcaptain 
Special Events Cynthia Funnell 655-4442 Specialevents 
Auditor Ed McNulty 658-4778 Auditor 

 
*All email addresses are @sppss.org 

  
Meetings of the Squadron Executive Committee (the Bridge) are normally held on the third 
THURSDAY of each month at 1900 in the Sidney North Saanich Yacht Club, except in July, August, and 
December.  All members of the Squadron are welcome to attend. 
 
The Beacon is our official newsletter.  We also maintain a website www.sppss.org. We suggest you 
check the site regularly for notices of upcoming events, stories, classified ads, etc. or to download The 

Beacon electronically.  The contents of this magazine reflect the opinions of the writers and are not 

necessarily those of the Editor, Canadian Power Squadron, or Saanich Peninsula Squadron. 
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I said last year at this time, I was very honoured by the 
nomination and your acceptance as Commander and I 
pledged at the 2006 AGM, that I would work to bring 
forward the best interests of Saanich Peninsula 
Squadron and its members to the best of my ability.   
My first year has passed as Commander and I am even 
more honoured that you have re-elected me. 
 
Following our AGM/ graduation on April 23rd, I would 
like to congratulate graduates of the Boating and Marine 
Maintenance classes and welcome those Boating 
Graduates that chose to join the Squadron. 
 
The Squadron has had a great year which could not have been achieved without the 
dedication and commitment of the former Bridge and the willingness and effort of the 
instructors, proctors, student cruise skippers etc.; in fact the support of the whole 
membership at large. 
 
In the last Beacon I thanked Ted Meadley, Colin Nicholson, Lauri Barker, and Bill Miller 
to which is added P/C Hugh Richards, ATO & Course Registrar who are stepping down 
from the Bridge.  I would like to welcome Bryan Atkinson as the new ATO/Course 
Registrar and Carolyn Hole who has been appointed to the vacant Student Cruisemaster 
position.  During my offshore sailing absence, XO Len Burton will be acting for me. 
 
As I have said before at the beginning of the summer boating season, I would like to wish 
power boaters’ calm seas and sailors’ fair winds.  Please hoist the CPS flag.   
 

 
 

John Hudson 
Commander, commander@sppss.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(2) 
 



,1�0(025,$0��
 
It is with regret and sorrow to announce that Saanich Peninsula Squadron has lost three 
members within a month… 
 

 
Lorri Pelto. April 17th 2007. 
 
Lorri was an active and prominent member of Saanich 
Peninsula Squadron’s Executive Bridge as Membership Officer 
from 2003 until 2005.  She was full of energy and good ideas. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Ken Phillips.  May 8th 2007. 
 
Ken was an active Squadron Member. After taking the Boating 
Course, he took Marine Maintenance.  He was an enthusiastic 
member and always helpful to others. 
 

 
 

 
 
Joe Tomlinson. May 15th 2007. 
 
Joe transferred into our squadron and then took the Piloting 
Course. Joe was a very active member and proctor in the 
Boating Course. His smile and gentle way will be missed by 
all. 
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June 21st Bridge meeting – 1900 hrs at Sidney North Saanich Yacht 
Club. 
Members are welcome. 

July 7 – 15th SPPSS Rendezvous to Nanaimo.  Go to our website for more 
information: http://www.sppss.org/notices.htm 

August 10-12th VISD Rendezvous to Otter Bay Marina, North Pender Island.  
Registration deadline is July 31st.  Go to their website for more 
information: http://visd.org 

September 16th SPS Annual BBQ & Swap Meet!  Stay tuned for more info.! 
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Awards for SPPSS!  Congratulations are in order!  The following awards were 
presented at the VISD AGM on May 5th:�
 
Saanich Peninsula Squadron received the “McKimm MAREP” Trophy for the best 
squadron in reporting in VISD…  for the second year running!�

�

 
Cliff Cunningham received the “Marc Van 
Hasselt Memorial” Trophy for the best 
instructor in a Piloting Course.  He is away at 
this time and will accept the trophy at a later 
date. 
 
�

 
Len Burton received the perpetual 
“Past District Commander’s” 
Trophy, awarded for Outstanding 
Service in VISD!�

�
�
How proud we are of our Squadron and these two gentlemen! Congratulations!!�

�
�
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This has been a productive year for both the Fall Boating Class and the Winter Boating 
Class. As Chief Proctor I would like to thank the Proctor’s and the Instructor’s from Both 
Classes. They have done a wonderful job helping the Student’s get through all the 
Lessons and Charting that they are required to do. Thank you so much for all your help. 
 
BOATING CLASS: 
Proctors 
Ruth Smith    Paul Smith  
George McClure   Barry Wills 
Joe Tomlinson    Heather LaBelle 
Terry McFall    Mark LaBelle 
Peter Bey    Donna Jack 
Kathy McDougall   Jack Henzie 
 
Instructors 
Ted Meadley    Len Burton 
Ron Harris    Janice Hayward 
Paul Smith    Richard Funnell 
Roger Hind    Hugh Richards 
 
PILOTING COURSE: 
Cliff Cunningham and John Hudson for the Piloting Course 
 
MARINE MAINTENANCE CLASS: 
Proctors 
Ralph Hodd    Rick Manning 
 
Instructors 
Len Burton  Kevin Campbell  Kathy McDougall 
 
Without all the help that you give, it couldn’t happen. 
 
Thank you,  
Dawna Burton 
Chief Proctor, chiefproctor@sppss.org 
 

�
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This year’s Spring Student Cruise took place March 11, 2007 in unsettled weather.  The 
wind blew and the rain was almost constant.  One boat elected not to take part due to the 
heavy weather, and the two students were placed on other boats.  Our usual reliable 
teams showed up and did their part:  Otter Bay Marina supplied the venue, Saanich 
Marine Rescue brought their inflatable and did the rescue demonstration, and Pender 
Island Fire Rescue supplied the ‘fire tub’ for fire extinguisher training.  We appreciate 
these volunteers for their efforts and enthusiasm. 
 
Boats Skippers Proctors Students 
Dawna 2 Len Burton George McClure John Maycock 

 
Merlin Nora Franklin Warren Franklin Grant Marshall 

Sheila Marshall 
 

All I Need Bob Stewart Ron Harris 
Janice Haywood 

Ken Jardine 
Murray Crosbie 
Keith Blott 
 

Mer Blue Jim Forsythe Kathy McDougall Peter Clark 
Sara Collins 
Cecelia Alexander 
 

Stealth John Hudson Joe DuQuesnay Rose Roy 
Adam Roy 
 

Mr. Mustoffalees Maureen Meadley Ted Meadley Rachel Roy 
Tom Roy 
 

Miscamel Roger Hind Craig Lessels Judy Redfern 
Owen Redfern 
 

Tatoosh George Win Tony Kluge Dallas Stober 
Anthony Gray 
Cliff Lindsey 
 

Escalante II Peter Wolfe Cliff Cunningham Rob DeGros 
Liz Lindsey 
Wendy St. George 
Shannon Hall  

�
�
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Thanks to all the skippers, and all the proctors. Without your help, boats, and time, the 
cruises could not take place.  The cruises take a huge effort on the part of many SPPS 
members, please be sure to mention this when meeting any of the volunteers.  Thanks o 
Martin Russell for taking on this student cruise in my absence. 
 
Bill Miller 
Past Student Cruise Captain 
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Are you allowing your hull maintenance 
wastes to enter the aquatic environment? 
 
It’s that time of year. The temperatures are 
getting warmer and it’s time to think about 
setting a haul out date with your favourite 
boat yard. If needed, one of the main 
projects will be cleaning, preparing and 
painting the bottom of your boat. 
 
 

Annual Haul Out 
Photo by Warren Franklin © 
 
Modern antifouling paint formulas, although much improved over the years, are still 
designed to be deleterious to marine aquatic life. If used properly they can be very 
effective in maintaining a smooth clean hull which can give better fuel performance or 
help you slip around the mark just a few seconds ahead of your competition in a sailing 
race. 
 
Antifouling paints have been around for a long time and they have a controversial 
history. We are still living with the fall out from TBT (tributyltin – one of the most toxic 
chemicals ever deliberately released into the seas) It was used for years in antifouling 
paints and is now banned. This product still sits deep down in the dirt of many a boat 
yard and no doubt at the bottom of some of our beautiful bays, out of sight and out of 
mind. For an inconvenient truth & further information: 
www.scienceinafrica.co.za/2001/november/tbt.htm 

�
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Today’s antifouling paints and their residues contain heavy metals, such as copper, that 
are toxic to aquatic organisms especially salmon and shellfish. Wash water and solid 
residues from power washing, scraping, sanding and grinding of antifouling paints from 
boat hulls during annual haul out are defined as “deleterious substances” (i.e. toxic or 
harmful) under the Fisheries Act. Releasing these wastes to fish bearing waters is a 
violation of the Act. 
 
Environment Canada is responsible for enforcing the Pollution Prevention Provisions of 
the Fisheries Act. Its goal is to promote the protection of water quality by fostering the 
best hull management practices among commercial and recreational boaters. 
 
As a boat owner you need to ensure that the wash water and paint residues from your 
boat hulls are captured. If these wastes are allowed to enter the aquatic environment we 
are going to continue the up stream battle of trying to sustain a healthy marine 
environment for us and our children.  It is also the responsibility of the Boat Yard 
Owners to make sure these practices are upheld. So make sure the boat yard you chose 
has proper collection devises in place. If you are not sure about their practices, ask them, 
before committing to hauling out at their facility. The more people that ask about this the 
more awareness the boat yards will have. 
 
What the Act does not cover is the dangers we face when working with antifouling 
paints. If these paint chemicals can deter and kill marine life you can imagine what they 
are doing to your lungs, eyes and skin. If you are doing the work yourself make sure you 
cover up, use the appropriate mask and eye protection. The old adage “an once of 
prevention…” applies especially in this situation. 
 
For boat yard practices and Pollution Prevention Practices contact: 
Iona To, Compliance Promotions Scientist,  
Environment Canada Iona.to@ec.gc.ca  
or call 604 666 3197.  
 
Further information is available by logging on to www.pyr.ec.gc.ca/boatyards 
 
Warren Franklin 
Environment Officer, environment@sppss.org 
 
 

�
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North American Safe Boating Awareness Week 
was from May 19 –25th.  Each year in May both 
Canada and the U.S. work together to support this 
serious initiative.  While on the water, safe boating 
practices are paramount. Most of the unfortunate 
incidences that occur on the water need not happen 
and most are preventable with some basic boating 
knowledge and good boating judgment.  
 
Surprisingly, many boaters aren't even aware of what ticketable offences are. Not only is 
knowledge important for your enjoyment, we are also all legally responsible to equip 
ourselves and our boats and understand the laws and regulations that govern safe 
operation of vessels on our waterways.  
 
Knowing how to handle emergency situations is critical and can turn a potential disaster 
into a well-handled situation.  With a little training, everyone is in a much better position 
to not only help themselves but also fellow boaters that are in distress.   
 
I think most of you know that our primary mission in the Saanich Peninsula Power and 
Sail Squadron is to provide quality safe boating education. We look to you, our members 
and colleagues, to share with your family and friends the importance of safe boating 
education.  It is our hope you will recommend our courses to anyone who partakes in the 
recreational enjoyment our waterways provide.   Here's a friendly reminder of some basic 
precautions: 
 

• Everyone onboard (including the family pet) should wear a Personal Floatation 
Device (PFD) that fits properly.  

• Always check the weather forecast BEFORE heading out. An unprepared boater 
can be quickly caught off guard by shifting tides, strong unexpected currents, and 
sudden changes in the direction of wind and sea.  

• If someone falls overboard, do not jump in after him or her. Quickly maneuver 
your boat to return and recover the person from the water. 

• If a storm or heavy fog approaches, reduce speed and head to shore or to a 
sheltered safe anchorage. 

 
�
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• Do not stand up in a small boat. 

• Stay well clear of ferries and other large commercial vessels. 

• Avoid alcohol. 

• Don’t overload your vessel with too many passengers. 

• If your boat capsizes, stay with the boat and hang on.  

• To avoid hypothermia adopt a H.E.L.P “Heat Escape Lessening Position” by 
crossing the arms tightly against the chest and drawing the knees up to the chest.  
A group of people should huddle. 

• Stay calm. 
 

To read our full safe boating news release or for a variety of safe boating tips such as 
putting out boating fires and important emergency numbers, visit our website at 
www.sppss.org. For a variety of safe boating information you can also visit the Canadian 
Safe Boating Council's website at: www.csbc.ca. 
 
Wishing you many enjoyable and accident free experiences year after year, 
 
Cynthia Funnell 
Public Relations Officer, pro@sppss.org 
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A Tiller’s Folly (with apologies to the band of the same name...) 
 
For folks who are wondering what boat projects need to be done this season, this might 
be of interest to sailboat owners. For those who have wooden tillers, this will be of 
special interest! For those who have beige tabby cats named Tiller, hopefully this will not 

be a folly!  
 
Every August long weekend, the Grampian boat owners 
have a rendezvous at beautiful Telegraph Harbour Marina 
on Thetis Island. We have had the good fortune for the 
past three years that I have attended to have excellent 
weather, just enough for a bit of sailing and motoring 
through Samsun Narrows. 
 
This past year I invited a very brave friend, new to sailing, 
to accompany me. We had had a trial run with the SPS 
Sailpast in June and she was very eager to go for a 
weekend trip on my boat. We went over the safety aspects 
of the boat and the trip and I made it very clear that we 
were not going to be performing any heroics if anything 
looked slightly risky—work was not so important that we 
would put ourselves at risk to make a deadline. We also 
had other friends on three other Grampians we would be 
traveling with, and we were all looking forward to a great 
time.  

 
The trip up was lovely as we left Friday evening and stayed at Genoa Bay and so had a 
leisurely departure on Saturday morning, arriving in fine style at Telegraph Harbour early 
in the afternoon. Lots of food, fun and stories and we had what everyone thought was the 
best rendezvous to date. My brave friend felt really comfortable with the boating crowd 
and quite enjoyed “fighting” wind and tide.  
 
We finally had to depart on Monday morning, and as my inboard was not as fast as our 
friends’ outboards, we left a little before them and they would catch us up. As I was 
backing down the finger, we had a slight breeze over the stern. I had a bit longer distance 
than I was used to, and I had instructed my crewmate to do her best to make sure we 
didn’t have any “brushes” with the other boats. (for those who are not aware, sailboats 
are notorious for not backing up well…).  
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Our friends had slipped us off and we had just cleared the dock uneventfully when the 
breeze freshened a bit, I lost my attention for a millisecond, attempted to put the tiller 
hard over when I heard a sickening crack and looked down. There was my beautiful 
laminated, varnished tiller hanging off the U-bolt fitting by a toothpick strand of wood. I 
immediately informed my blissfully unaware crewmate that I had “just broken the 
steering wheel” and we had to immediately go back to the dock. Luckily, we were only 
10 feet off the end of the dock and there was just enough tiller left to get us there. Our 
friends immediately secured us and then the awful realization set in—how were we going 
to steer the boat now? I did not have a spare tiller, and it would be a Herculean feat to 
steer the boat all the way to Sidney with the outboard. Not to worry, one of our friends 
had a spare tiller on his boat, he ran off to get it and within 15 minutes of us coming 
alongside, we had the old tiller off, and the new spare installed. It was not a beautiful 
piece of woodwork, but at that moment in time, it was a masterpiece! 
 
While we were exchanging tillers, Don queried me as to what my plan of action would 
have been if we had been any further out. I outlined to him what I would have done, and 
then he asked me where my oars for the dingy were. At first I didn’t get what he was 
asking, as I knew there was no way we could have rowed the boat back to Sidney, but 
then I realized in a pinch we could have duct-taped them to the old tiller and jury-rigged 
something to get home. Then I heard a murmur on the dock and realized everyone else 
was taking in what had happened, and taking stock of the fact that they did not have 
spare tillers, either! A project for this season’s to-do list!  
 
So, at least we being an object lesson had a happy ending. We took off again and made it 
back to Sidney without incident, although it was a very long slog as I dared not leave the 
tiller for a second during the trip home. My crewmate was none the worse for wear when 
she realized the gravity of the situation, said she would come out again, I didn’t swear (at 
least not loud enough to be heard) AND the first thing I did when we got back was return 
Don’s tiller and get a spare made up. I was also able to salvage the original tiller, much to 
my relief, as it now has a special place in my boating adventures.  
 
Thus, this Tiller’s Folly had a happy ending and you can be sure at this year’s rendezvous 
we will be comparing our spare tillers! This was also another wonderful example of 
fellow boaters coming to the aid of others, no one yelled or got mad or made someone 
feel “stupid”. It could have happened to anyone, now we are better prepared and able to 
assist someone else. It also shows that if you never leave the dock, you will never know 
what you can accomplish! My CPS course training enabled me to formulate a backup 
emergency plan and diminished the moment of panic. Happy sails, everyone!  
 
Submitted by Kathryn McDougall 
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 “What was I thinking?!”  It’s the thought that keeps rolling 
around my head as I find myself up to my neck in house 
construction, while my first issue of The Beacon is awaiting 
completion.  Of course there is a learning curve to climb as I 
familiarize myself with all the design elements, processes, tools 
and information that go into this newsletter. Much of it is 
familiar, but a lot of it is new as well and it has been a 
challenge to switch focus back and forth between site 
excavation to publishing tasks.  
 
Like so many volunteers in our squadron, the tireless dedication to the task cannot be 
fully appreciated until one takes on their roles. So it is with my appreciation for the 
efforts of Joyce and Ralph Hodd as they have laboriously cut, pasted, and edited each 
issue of The Beacon over the last five years. Thank you both and “Job Well Done”!  
Please be patient with me, this is my first issue. No doubt you will find some errors or 
omissions. Over time, I hope to have the process streamlined 
 
In closing, to quote Mark Twain: 
“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things you did not do than 
by the things you did do.  So, throw off the bowlines.  Sail away from the safe harbour.  
Catch the trade winds in your sail.  Explore… Dream… Discover.” 
 
Laura Parker 
Editor, editor@sppss.org  
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FOR SALE: 1965 26ft. Brandlmayer Express Cruiser, $10,000 OBO.  Resembling a 
Chris Craft boat is Fiberglas over ply, Ford 390 – shaft drive, FWC, keel cooler, natural 
gas stove, holding tank, god Furuno D/S, new GPS chart-plotter including Achilles w/3.3 
mariner.  All safety equipment, dishes, pots and pans, etc.  Discounted moorage 
available.  Call Ray Scott 656-4828 or email scottre@shaw.ca 
 
FOR SALE: TANZER 26ft SAILBOAT  - Very Good condition. 9.9 Johnson 
outboard, 2 gas tanks, 6 sails, slab reefing, Compass, VHF, and depth sounder. $11,500. 
Call Bernard - 250-539-2831 
 
FOR SALE: Boat House - $8500 + moorage.  26’X12’, raised roof and loft, new 
floatation and walk ways, south end of “C” Dock at Van Isle Marina.  Please call Dave 
Kerr 656-3583 or email dc.kerr@shaw.ca 
 
FOR SALE: Blue Chart chip for Garmin GPS - $90.00 (cost $179.00)  Covers Inside 
Passage, Gulf Islands etc.  Call Terry McFall 655-7035 or email exmet@telus.net 
 
FOR SALE:  Goin' fishin’? I am selling the gear you need for saltchuck fishing: 
- 2 manual downriggers 
- 2 nets (1 for dinghy, 1 for mothership) 
- 2, 8' rods, each with a rare Peeze reel 
- One 3 tray tackle box full of salmon & bottom fishing gear 
Take the works for only $250. - worth much more!  We've sold our boat (sniff!!) so this 
good stuff needs a good home.  Call Ken Clarke 656-9251 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please advise editor@sppss.org if wanting to place an ad and also when your article has 

sold or been taken off the market. 
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“Today’s marine engines, while being very dependable (sometimes running for two days 
in a row), require occasional maintenance.  To make this pleasant task even more 
enjoyable, make sure that you have only standard-sized wrenches for a metric engine, 
and metric sized wrenches for a standard engine.  The fun of trying to tighten a critical 
7/16 inch engine nut, with a 12mm wrench while drifting toward a breakwall is 
something not to be missed. 
 
Often a crew member will station him/herself nearby offering words of encouragement 
like, “Why are you doing that?”, “Why don’t we call a REAL mechanic?”, “Why?”, etc.  
This kind of assistance is a great help, as it speeds up the work pace, thus getting you on 
your way that much sooner. 
 
Repairing engines is a happy learning experience.” 
 
Joke and image credit: “The Real Joy of Sailing” by C.S. Henry, 1992 
 
Editor’s note: 
Seriously… repairing engines can be a happy learning experience, especially for those 
who take our Marine Maintenance course taught by our own Len Burton!  All our 
courses provide happy learning experiences!  Volunteers teaching safe boating is the CPS 
mission! 
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All Bay Marine Ltd., (P)250-656-0153;(F)250-656-5844; Email: 
allbaymarine@shaw.ca 
 
BC Yacht Insurance Brokers Inc., (P)250-6562668; (F)250-656-2608; 
Website: www.yacht-insurance.ca; Email: cruise@yacht-insurance.ca 
 
Brown Bros marine Insurance, (P)250-385-8771 or 250-479-6111; 
Website: www.brownbrosinsurance.com 
 
Canoe Cove Marina, Office phone: 250-656-5566; Service: 250-656-5515; (F)250-655-
7197; 
Website: www.canoecovemarina.com 
 
Harbord Insurance Services, (P)250-656-0111; Toll Free:1-888-450-3982; 
Website: www.harbordinsurance.com 
 
Irene Dunic, Holmes Realty, (P)250-656-0911 
 
Jensen Marine Supply Inc., (P)250-656-1114 or 250-656-1235 
 
Peninsula U-Brew Winery, (P)250-655-7121 
 
Sidney Propeller and Marine Power, (P/F)250-656-3421; Website: 
www.sidneypropeller.com; Email: sidprop@shaw.ca 
 
Waypoint Marine Ltd., (P)250-656-2001; (F)250-656-2008 
 
Westwind Hardwood Inc., (P)250-656-0848; Toll Free: 
1-800-667-2275; (F)250-656-9663; Website: www.westwindhardwood.com; 
Email: westwind@islandnet.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advertisers are listed in alphabetical order and not in order of ad size or positioning. 
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